Missions Trip to Costa Rica...

Travelling to Costa Rica with Venture Teams International(a mission organization) was a growing experience in their faith and worldview for 8 Senior High students(from Godzone Community Youth Group) and 5 adults from Killam, Sedgewick and Forestburg. They left very early in the morning on March 30th and arrived at around 9:30pm. that evening in Dominicas after many hours of travelling by air and mini-vans.   They wondered what they were getting themselves into while setting up tents in the dark in what seemed like sweltering heat.   How were they going to sleep when it was so hot? They didn’t need to worry about that too long as they were booked in to do a presentation at 9am. in an elementary school. After much sought after cold showers and rice and beans for breakfast, they were on their way. They presented children’s programs and youth programs in several schools and during a few evenings in the park in Jicaral, a nearby town. These programs usually included live band music, dramas, puppets, chalk art, illusions, and sharing their personal struggles and faith walk with God. The local high school had requested the team to talk about how they deal with the peer pressures of teen sex, drugs, and alcohol and what are positive alternatives. The Costa Ricans were quite excited to meet the Canadian team and were quite receptive to their presentations. Many connections were made in conversations around presentations, although there was somewhat of a language barrier, they persisted in communicating with or without their translators.     Their hosts, Pastor Gerardo and Isabel had just moved into their home approximately 2 months prior with their young family from the city. They were so happy the team came to help them in their vision of starting a new church and sharing God’s love with the young people. They were very passionate in their faith. The team worked on some projects on the school in Dominicas, fixing the playground, painting hopscotch on the side-walk and painting a mural on the school wall. After a week in Dominicas, the team travelled to San Joses. They stayed in a camp for a few nights. They helped with work projects at a secured and locked safe place for young single moms and their children as well as a safe play area and sports ground for children in the community.   This place provided safety, love, counselling, and help for their physical, social and spiritual needs. The surrounding area was considered the most impoverished area of the capital city of San Joses, with lots of gang activity. The team also presented at a Christian men’s rehabilitation center and were blessed by the testimonies of the men there, who had a life-changing experience and a deep love for God.   There are many more things that the team could share and they would be happy to share more of their experiences. The team members were Sarah, Amiah, Vanessa, Kristen, Josie, Karl, Logan, Devon, Greg, Rose, Trevor, Bonnie, and Darlene. Venture teams International provided leaders, Mark and Cheryl along with a few culturally sensitive young men and a translator to guide them in Costa Rica. It was an enriching experience for them all. The team will be sharing a live presentation of parts of the programs they did in Costa Rica and reporting on their experiences there, on the Sunday morning of May 17th at the Killam Baptist Church.
